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TWO CONNECTICUT ECONOMIC ENGINES JOIN FORCES FOR 
RESEARCH AND POLICY EFFORTS  

CERC and Regional Institute Launch Partnership with Joint Conference  
 
(Statewide) – The Connecticut Regional Institute for the 21st Century and the Connecticut 
Economic Resource Center, Inc. have formally announced a research and policy 
partnership that will promote the discussion and efforts focused on sustaining and 
reducing barriers to Connecticut’s economic growth.   
 
The partnership will be launched with a joint conference on November 9th which will 
identify current issues that make it difficult to grow Connecticut’s economies and suggest 
ways to create connections necessary to compete in the 21st century.   
 
This inaugural program will build on the Institute’s earlier work on transportation, 
economic growth and the vital necessity for economically competitive cities.  The event 
will also feature an upcoming CERC report centered on the state’s unique metropolitan-
suburban context and how Connecticut’s economy can grow optimally with investment in 
cities and urban centers of regional interest. 
 
“This partnership will help take the Institute’s breakthrough report, entitled Connecticut: 
Strategic Economic Framework, to the next level to address economic regions and 
identify how its systems and resources are distributed,” said Michael Critelli, chairman 
and CEO of Pitney Bowes, Inc. and chair of the Regional Institute’s steering committee. 
 
The named report, produced in conjunction with Michael Gallis & Associates in 1999, 
defined Connecticut’s real-life economic markets and global movement of people, goods 
and ideas that triggered significant interest and discussion among economic development 
leadership. 
 
“Our goal is to collaborate with public and private sector leaders to develop 
comprehensive strategic approaches through insightful information, research and 
analysis,” said Robert Santy, CERC president and CEO.  “When strategic leadership is 
armed with objective research, our state can develop and maintain a vision for substantive 
improvements in the state’s business climate and economic planning activities.” 
 



 
 
About CERC 
Based in Rocky Hill, the Connecticut Economic Resource Center, Inc. is a nonprofit corporation 
that provides objective research, marketing and economic development services to local, regional, 
state and utility entities and policymakers.  CERC is a public-private partnership, funded 
primarily by utility and telecommunication companies, with a mission of making Connecticut a 
more competitive business location.  
 
About the Regional Institute 
The Connecticut Regional Institute for the 21st Century, an alliance of Connecticut’s top public, 
private and institutional leaders, was formed in 1999 to help guide the economic future of the 
state and its cities and towns in the global marketplace.  The group provides continuing 
opportunities for its members and others interested in discussing regional opportunities and issues 
and areas of regional cooperation.  
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