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Think tank pushes new, downscale approach to urban revitalization  
BY PAUL HUGHES, REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN  
 
WATERBURY - A business-backed think tank is urging a shift in focus and policy from 
large-scale, high-profile revitalization projects to making Connecticut cities more livable. 
The Connecticut Regional Institute for the 21st Century advocates greater emphasis on 
housing, safer neighborhoods, quality schools and better transportation between cities and 
suburbs.  
 
The institute, a private-public partnership founded in the 1990s, is out pitching its new 
urban agenda in advance of the start of the upcoming General Assembly session.  
State lawmakers return to Hartford on Jan. 3. The institute is looking to refocus the 
attention of the legislature and Gov. M. Jodi Rell on urban revitalization in the six-month 
session ahead.  
 
"There is not one thing the state government needs to do. There are multiple things," said 
Peter M. Gioia, an economist and a vice president from the Connecticut Business and 
Industry Association, the state's largest business group.  
 
The CBIA, the Greater Waterbury Chamber of Commerce and several other business 
organizations are represented on the institute's steering committee. United Illuminating 
Co., Northeast Utilities and Pitney Bowes Inc. also are involved.  
Members from the public sector include the governor's budget office, the Connecticut 
Conference of Municipalities, the city of Stamford and two regional councils of local 
government.  
 
The institute issued a 48-page report in September on the state of Connecticut cities that 
restated the many catalogued and longstanding problems facing cities. It offered broad 
outlines for new revitalization strategies.  
 
The institute's representatives acknowledged Wednesday that the other studies have 
covered the same issues and reached similar conclusions and recommendations.  
But the September report wasn't meant to offer specific answers, but rather to prod new 
discussion and more action, said Stephen R. Sasala II, president of the Greater Waterbury 
Chamber of Commerce.  
 
"There is no pro-active public policy in this state. That is the problem," he said.  
Gioia said one big difference between the institute's report and other studies is that it 
proposes the adoption of indicators to evaluate the quality of life in cities.  
The institute's report suggested several standards, educational achievement, employment, 
sales tax receipts, median housing prices, the rate of violent crime, enrollment in 



Medicaid programs and tax collection rates.  
 
The report said benchmarks provide the framework for making judgments.  
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